
Presentation Titles and MA Capstone Abstracts 

 

• Ryan D. Lee: Examining the ZPD: Expert scaffolding in Teacher to L2 student writing conferences 

o This project examines the methods and implementation of scaffolding within the zone 
of proximal development in academic writing conferences in a composition course for 
non-native English speaking university students. Data consists of multiple drafts of 
academic essays along with audio recordings of 3 one-on-one conferences between a 
professor and students. Through microgenetic analysis of audio transcriptions, along 
with examination of revisions in the multiple drafts, the methods, and manner in which 
the professor assists, supports and leads the students to better writing are observed and 
interpreted in order to better understand how scaffolding manifests itself in an 
academic writing context. 

• Cheryl Eccles: Using Drama to Enhance Learning in Academic Multilingual Reading & Writing 
Courses  

o Through a sociocultural theoretical lens, this capstone project explores integrating 
drama practices in a first-year college-level academic reading and writing course 
curriculum for multilingual speakers. My aim is to offer a pedagogically-based argument 
for how utilizing educational drama techniques can help create a more contextually-
situated, engaged, multimodal, and empowered learning experience for students. The 
objective of this project is to develop a systematic framework for incorporating 
suggested drama activities such as role play, improvisation, and process drama into the 
multilingual classroom curricula. 

• Ryan Hoyt: Regenerative Writing Pedagogy: Promoting Intrinsic Student Relationships to 
Reading and Writing  

o In this essay, I offer a framework for approaching the Freshman Year Composition 
classroom that seeks to heal student relationships toward reading and writing. 
Borrowing from the ecological concept of regeneration, I call this framework 
Regenerative Writing Pedagogy. Looking at student’s current feelings of anxiety and 
boredom toward reading and writing, I focus on designing meaningful writing 
experiences for students to repair their relationships toward reading and writing. I argue 
that if this relationship can be repaired, students are likely to engage with and develop 
their own sustainable reading and writing process beyond our classrooms and into their 
futures.  

• César Olivas: Conceptualizing death, the afterlife, and ghosts according to La Mano Peluda (“The 
hairy hand”). 

o Using the framework of Conceptual Metaphor Theory and Conceptual Blending this 
paper aims to show how Spanish-speaking ghost story tellers think and talk about death, 
the afterlife, and ghosts. Based on the language of personal supernatural experiences 
recounted on the popular Mexican call in radio show La Mano Peluda (1995-2018), the 
study is a qualitative linguistic investigation into how ghost stories construe the end of 



life. This work proposes a Conceptual Blending model of ghosts which offers a 
topological view of how callers organize and elaborate on concepts related to death. 
Additionally the blending model anchors the analysis of patterns discovered within the 
data. These patterns include two prevailing metaphorical roles ghosts facilitate in the 
stories: GHOST AS A MESSENGER, and GHOST AS A GUARDIAN. These roles contribute to 
the notion of death as a continuation of existence for the deceased through vigilance 
and protection from the afterlife construed as Heaven. The results show the cultural 
influence of religious ideas in structuring metaphorical expressions regarding death and 
death-related concepts. The conceptual preference towards Christian beliefs regarding 
the end of life, play a crucial role in the positive evaluation of ghost encounters in the 
narratives.  

• Stanislava Petrova: The Influence of Computer-Mediated and Phone-Based Activities on ESL 
Reading Motivation 

o Based on a framework combining Self-Determination Theory and Connectivism, this 
project aims to develop new technological activities for a university ESL academic literacy 
skills course in order promote learners’ reading motivation. Three technological tools—
Kahoot!, Newsela and Scrible—were chosen and adapted to the traditional reading 
activities and analyzed based on principles of Connectivism theory. The results of this 
analysis showed how technologically enhanced activities can promote autonomy, 
relatedness, and competence among ESL learners. Finally, pedagogical activities were 
designed to be integrated into the existing curriculum of the target course  in order to 
show how technology can blend into a traditional academic literacy curriculum. 

• Michael Walsh:  English at Work: An Examination of Workplace ESL 

o Within the field of TESOL, vocational or workplace ESL is an area that has garnered less 
attention than academic ESL, yet it provides an opportunity to see how theories of TESOL 
can be applied in a highly pragmatic way.  This presentation involves a study of one unique 
workplace ESL program, the English Under the Arches program at McDonalds’s, a 
corporate sponsored in-house program that addresses the language needs of its 
employees.  I will be looking at five language skills and evaluating how the EUA program 
addresses these needs as well as how the program could better address these needs. I 
will also be recommendations for improvements based on my own experience teaching 
in the program.  Through this, my aim is to outline a viable framework by which similar 
workplace ESL programs could be implemented in other workplaces. 

• Jasmine: Community Service-Learning in an Intensive English Program Context 

o This presentation describes the implementation of a service-learning course in an 
intensive English program (IEP) that sought to help provide meaningful opportunities for 
international students use English outside of the classroom. This evaluation is analyzed 
through a community of practice lens, using this framework to see the benefit of 
service-learning for members of the IEP and wider community. It also analyzes the more 
sticky aspects of implementing a service-learning course in an IEP setting. The 
presentation closes with suggestions for project implementation despite these 
limitations. 

 



 

• Jessica Marcela Racca - Thinking Outside the Classroom: Creating Tutor-Training Materials for 
Novice Tutors  

o Tutoring is an important aspect of education, and it is common for teaching programs to 
incorporate a tutoring requirement, as it allows for student teachers to work with 
learners in a less demanding, low-stakes environment. University writing centers often 
offer tutoring positions that include formal training, but it is unrealistic to expect that 
every student teacher is able to take advantage of this opportunity. For student 
teachers lacking formal training, feelings of doubt and anxiety can easily overshadow 
any positive aspects during the learning process, and thus, risks turning a potentially 
useful experience into a negative one. As a result of not having the opportunity to train 
as a tutor, and through my own experiences of tutoring ESL students in a university 
context, I decided to focus my capstone project on the compilation of tutor-training 
materials for the novice tutor. This paper provides a brief literature review on tutoring 
ESL students and discusses the multiple processes involved in the development of 
materials, with a strong emphasis on reflection. The completed materials serve as a 
resource for novice tutors and help them navigate through the complex tutoring 
process.  

• Dottie Pritchard: Teaching Close Reading in Post-Secondary Institutions: Its Importance, and its 
Benefits 

o There is a need for “Close Reading” techniques to be taught in post-secondary learning. 
Several students entering post-secondary schools are unaware of how to close read a 
complex text. Other students likely exist not only at San Francisco State University but at 
every post-secondary institution across America who have somehow fallen through the 
cracks and are unaware of what constitutes close reading or have discovered the 
benefits thereof. Close reading takes the readers more in-depth into the text, below its 
surface to the deeper structures of its language, specific details, and the author’s 
meaning. Other techniques of close reading are previewing, highlighting, questioning, 
and annotating. Synthesizing is also an essential element of close reading and needs to 
be taught along with other techniques associated with close reading. Students with 
learning differences (LD) can also benefit from learning the different tactics of close 
reading by breaking the content into smaller portions or “chunking.” Another important 
part of close reading is activating prior knowledge, synthesizing, predicting, and 
clarifying a text that could obstruct or hinder comprehension of the material. The 
student uses scaffolded learning techniques to read how the text is written and 
formulated, asking questions to clarify the texts’ meaning and looking up words, 
questions, or issues within the text to help the student fully understand what the author 
is trying to convey. When instructing undergraduates, if professors taught the 
techniques to engage the text through previewing, questioning, predicting, and 
synthesizing, it would make scaffolding knowledge and metacognition much more 
fruitful. It should not be assumed that post-secondary students have been exposed to 
and taught close reading. The benefits of teaching close reading to post-secondary 
students include cultivating their comprehension, enabling them to engage in and 
decode the materials more fully, and, consequently, empowering them to enhance their 
grades and, eventually, their life pursuits. 



• Trillian Donahue: No Student is an Island: Collaborative Authorship in The Elder Scrolls series and 
Academia 

o My thesis is about authorship and deconstructing the notion of author as one 
person/role. Rather, I argue authorship is a collaboration between multiple individuals, 
especially in the digital era. I use video games to analyze this theory of authorship (along 
with Barthes, Foucault, and Landow). Next, I look at how this understanding of 
authorship can operate in a composition classroom as a way to upset the hierarchy of 
teacher-student along the lines of Paulo Friere's writings, as well as how collaboration 
can work in peer review as a course long methodology versus a single phase of the 
writing process. I try (hopefully successfully) to marry my love of literary theory and 
composition teaching.  

 

Presentation Titles and Abstracts for Faculty Presentations 

Dan Curtis-Cummins, Jolie Goorjian, and Ileana da Silva: Less Talk, More Action -- Bringing Active 
Learning to Life in Our Classes 

• While working to develop new and innovative ways to teach composition, we believe that active 
learning is a compelling way to frame a range of new pedagogies. From interactive multimodal 
reading using collaborative online platforms, like hypothes.is, that engage students in new ways, 
to new theories and practices for multimodal writing, to more general moves towards “open 
pedagogies” that empower students to create course content while lowering course costs, 
active learning has become the bedrock of emerging pedagogies. Active learning helps subvert 
traditional, hierarchical classrooms, as it creates a symbiotic classroom environment in which 
students become empowered as teachers and collaborators, while teachers are given the 
opportunity to foreground their roles as mutual learners and mentors. For students, active 
learning not only reinforces learning through active teaching but also fosters a sense of social 
responsibility and value for the practice of teaching, which enriches the educational experience 
for everyone.  
In this workshop attendees will learn about the principles of active learning and understand how 
it fosters learning for both students and teachers. Attendees will learn about specific and various 
ways to engage their students in active learning activities in their classes and have time to reflect 
on and discuss ways to revise one of their lessons or activities to be more active. 

Brandon Diaz: On Speedwriting 

• Brandon's activity on Speed Writing is an activity which is designed to help students do some 
major thinking about a complex topic, via the process of small, consecutive freewrites in the 
form of a low-stakes slideshow. Students are presented with questions on slides that guide 
them through high-order concepts in rapid succession. This activity usually supports a broad 
research question, in order to help students get to what they really have to say about a topic. 

Patrick Ohslund: Creating Culturally Relevant and Sustainable Curriculum with Spoken Word Poetry 

• Considering that the vast majority of education is rooted in a Eurocentric cannon many students 
of color feel as though their identity/ culture is not reflected in curriculum. In order to create 
curriculum that reflects the lived cultural experiences of students it is necessary to assess 

http://hypothes.is/


students’ experiences with culture. Too often curriculum that seeks to be relevant to students’ 
cultures relies on generalizations of culture rather that reflecting students experiences. In this 
workshop, attendees will learn: how to use spoken word poetry to assess students relationships 
to culture; various theories to frame culture and identity; and, how to code information 
gathered from student work in order to create data that can be used to create and adapt 
curriculum. 

 


